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Act 2. Scene 1.
The old men now become birds, and magnificently fledged, after laughing a while at the new and awkward figure they make, consult about the name which they shall give to their rising city, and fix upon that of Nephelococcygia : and while one goes to superintend the workmen, the other prepares to sacrifice for the prosperity of the city, which is growing apace.
Scene 2.
They begin a solemn prayer to all the birds of Olympus, putting the swan in the place of Apollo, the cock in that of Mars, and the ostrich in that of the great mother Cybele, &c.
Scene 3.
A miserable poet, having already hoard of the new settlement, comes with some lyrick poetry which he has composed on this great occasion. Pislhcta^rus knows his errand from his looks, and makes them give him an old coat; but not contented with that, ho bogs to have the waistcoat to it, in the elevated style of Pindar; they comply, and get rid of him.
Scone 4.
The sacrifice is again interrupted by a bogging prophet, who brings a cargo of oracles, partly relating to the prosperity of the city of Nopholococoygia, and partly to a new pair of shoes, of which, ho is in extreme want. Pisthetaerus loses patience, and cuffs him and his religious trumpery off the stage.